
The Histogram palette
Now in CS there is a Histogram palette what is always available 
to the use while editing. Gone is the Histogram that was accessed 
in Photoshop 7 (Image->Histogram...). The same functionality and 
more is now available in the Histogram Palette. Whatõs so useful 
about this palette is that any corrections made on an image are seen 
on-the-ÿ y even while correction dialogs (like Curves) is open. 

A popup menu at the top of the Palette allows users to view a 
composite of all the color channels (for example RGB if the þ le is 
in that colorspace), individual color channels, Luminosity, or all 
color channels individually overlaid on top of each 
other (as seen in þ gure 1). 
Clicking on the option menu (triangle button in the 
upper right of the palette) provides the following 
options:

Uncache Refresh. Because all edits in Photoshop 
could affect the histogram, a cache is in effect 
whereby the screen resolution of the current 
document is used to calculate the histogram. 
Calculating a full resolution histogram from the 
entire image after every edit and operation would 
slow CS down tremendously. So, just like the 
camera raw Plug-in histogram, the histogram palette 
is normally based on a downsampled version of the 
image. When any operation takes place, the cache 
kicks in indicated by a small triangle seen in the 
upper right of the composite histogram. Clicking 
on that triangle or using the Uncache Refresh menu 
item allows Photoshop to produce a fully calculated histogram. For 
very precise editing, this is usually a good idea. 
 Note that the òUse Cache for Histogramó preferences (command/
control K) are for the Levels Histogram and not this Histogram 
palette. 

Compact/Expanded View. The Histogram has two sizes and the 
expanded size is really the way to go assuming you have the screen 
real estate as itõs much easier to see. 

All Channel View. This allows all the color channels to be seen 
below the composite channel, a handy and new way to view 
histogram data. Again, assuming screen real estate isnõt an issue, 
itõs very handy to have all the color channels seen. 

Show Statistics. This produces statistical data as the user moves 
the cursor over the histogram much as the older and now removed 
Histogram dialog provided.

The small and expanded Histograms from 
Photoshop CS.

Copyright 2003 Andrew Rodney, The Digital Dog.
http://www.digitaldog.net 

http://www.imagingrevue.com




